










that requires serious attention from the
investment community.

“Lifestyle is something you hear a lot of
up here,” says Teresa Bird, publisher/edi-
tor of the region’s newspaper, the North
Island Gazette. “If you’re into the out-

doors, into hiking, or sport fishing, or
camping this is definitely the place to be.
Tourism, sea kayaking, and many other
activities have proven extremely popular.”

In addition, Telegraph Cove Ventures
and Nimmo Bay Heli-Ventures exempli-

fy the region’s ability to attract some of
the most sought-after clientele in the
tourism sector with unsurpassed products
and services.

More than anything else, it’s a sense of
community, of local identity that is dri-
ving the North Island’s economic resur-
gence. Sustainable economic develop-
ment is a key consideration too, particu-
larly where the growth of the burgeoning
local aquaculture sector is concerned.
Working together, not as separate enti-
ties, the tri-port towns, the communities
of Alert Bay and Sointula on nearby
Cormorant and Malcolm Islands and the
Regional District are striving collectively
to complete the evolution world markets
and changing fiscal circumstances have
thrust upon it.

“We’re learning to make the most of
the emerging opportunities,” says District
of Port Hardy Councilor Stan McLennan.
“We find the things that work and expand
on them.

“We’re literally the Top of the Island,
in every way.”

Economic coordinator Patti Smedley
sums it all up: “We’ve had our chal-
lenges, but like the Energizer Bunny, we
just keep on going and going.” �
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Sustainable economic development is

a key consideration in the plans for

growth.

Lend your voice 
to a growing vision 

and invest in a 
healthy and productive

ocean economy.

Call us at
604.696.5044
to find out how.
www.livingoceans.org






