REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON

BYLAW NO. 674
A Regional District of Mount Waddlngton Bylaw
to adopt a Regional Plan.

WHEREAS it is deemed desirable to adopt a Regional Plan for the Regional District of Mount
Waddington;
AND WHEREAS under the provisions of Part 26, Section 878 of the Local Government Act, a
Regional Plan has been prepared for the Regional District of Mount Waddington;
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Regional District of Mount Waddington, in open meeting
assembled, enacts as follows:

1.

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Regional District of Mount Waddington
Regional Plan Bylaw No. 674, 2O03.

2.

The “Regional District of Mount Waddington Official Regional Plan Review Designation
Bylaw No, 131, 1980” and all amendments thereto, is hereby repealed.

3.

Schedule “A”, attached to and forming part of this bylaw, is designated as the Regional
District of Mount Waddington Regional Plan.

4.

If any provision of this bylaw is found invalid, such provision is severable and shall not

affect the validity of the remainder of the bylaw.

READ A FIRST TIME THIS 18 DAY OF MARCH, 2003.
READ A SECOND TIME THIS 20 DAY OF MAY, 2003.
PUBLIC HEARING HELD THIS 17 DAY OF JUNE, 2003.
READ A THIRD TIME THIS 15 DAY OF JULY, 2003.
APPROVED BY THE MINISTER OF COMMUNITY, ABORIGINAL AND WOMEN’S SERVICES
THIS 4 DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2003.
ADOPTED THIS 16 DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2003.

Gin

SCHEDULE “A” OF
BYLAW NO. 674
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON REGIONAL PLAN
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1.0

Introduction

The Regional District of Mount Waddington (RDMW) was incorporated, June 13, 1966. In 1974.
the Board adopted the first Regional District Zoning Bylaw (Bylaw No. 21) and the Department
of Municipal Affairs prepared the “First Phase” of a regional plan. This phase focused primarily
on collection of information about the Region. In 1981, the Regional Board adopted the
Regional District of Mount Waddington Official Regional Plan Review Designation Bylaw No.
131, 1980” which included general land use policies. These policies provided strategies and
priorities for development in the Region. Specific policies addressing details of development
were to be developed through local settlement plans.
Since it was adopted in 1974, there have been approximately 42 amendments to Zoning Bylaw
No. 21 and the land use plan has not been updated since 1981. Recent changes to the Local
Government Act, combined with the current economic development challenges in the North
Island, mean that development of a new land use and development plan for the RDMW is both
necessary and timely. In March 2002, the RDMW formally initiated a public review of its Official
Community Plan. The objective of the review process was to update the Plan to addres
s
current and future land use, economic, social, and environmental issues in the context of
the
mandate of the RDMW as defined in provincial legislation and the Letters Patent. This Regional
Plan is the result of that process and replaces the Review Designation Bylaw No. 131 adopted
in 1981.

2.0

Regional District Overview

Prior to the formal public review, a background paper outlining the current situation in the
Region was prepared. That report, titled “Regional Plan Background Information” is available
from the Regional District of Mount Waddington and is also posted on the RDMW web site
,
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Following are highlights from this review:
The RDMW consists of the following municipalities and unincorporated settlements:
• Port Hardy
• Port Alice
• Port McNeill
• Alert Bay
•

Electoral Area “A”
Sointula
Echo Bay

-

-

•

Electoral Area “B”
Winter Harbour
Holberg

-

-

•

Electoral Area “C”
Coal Harbour
Quatsino
Hyde CreeklTwin Peaks

-

-

-

http://www. rdmw.bcca/pdf/Backqrounder.pdf

•

Electoral Area D”
Woss
Springhill
Telegraph Cove

-

-

-

The RDMW also contains the following First Nation communities:
• Kwakiutl (Fort Rupert)
• Quatsino
• Tlatlasikwala (Hope Island)
• Namgis
• Gwa’ Sala ‘Nakwaxda’xw (Tsulquate)
• Tsawataineuk (Kingcome)
• Gwawaenuk
• KwicksutaineuklAh-Kwa-mish
• Mamallilikulla-Qwe’Qwa’Sot’Em
• Tlowitsis
•

The RDMW is 20,248 square kilometres in area. Most of this area consists of Crown land
that supports the primary economic resource base for the Region e.g., forestry, mining,
fisheries. Approximately 5% of the area of the Region is in private ownership and another
10% is in First Nation reserves. Approximately 40% of the RDMW is on Vancouver Island.
The rest of the Region is on the central coast of British Columbia from Knight Inlet and
headwaters in the south to Smith Sound in the north, and the Islands of the Broughton
Archipelago.

•

In 2001, the population of the RDMW was 1 3,111. The population declined by slightly over
10% between 1996 and 2002. Approximately 4,000 people live in the electoral areas of the
Region. First Nations population in 2001 was 1,727.

•

The key employers in the RDMW are primary industries (logging and forestry, fishing),
followed by manufacturing and retail trade. In 1996, basic economic dependency estimates
were 45% related to forestry activities.

•

Family and household incomes in the Region are approximately 8% above the provincial
average, but unemployment is approximately 1.5% higher than the provincial average and
reliance on BC Basic Benefits and Employment Insurance is approximately 6% higher than
the provincial average.

•

The RDMW and private service providers operate sewer, water, street lighting and fire
protection services in several communities throughout the Region. Listed below is an
inventory of the services in the various hamlets and settlement areas of the RDMW:

Sewer and Water
Water Only
Telegraph Cove
Winter Harbour
Woss
Sointula
Coal Harbour
Holberg
Namgis/Fort RupertlGwasala/Quatsino Reserves

Sewer Only
Hyde Creek
Twin Peaks

None
Quatsino
Spring Hill
Echo Bay

•

Regional waste disposal services are provided at the 7-Mile Solid Waste Facility, It is
owned by and serves the entire Regional District of Mount Waddington. Current estimates
are that the useful life expectancy of the site is a minimum of 30 years. Operation of the site
is currently contracted to 14 K Recycling Ltd.

•

The Regional District’s park system includes nine properties, totalling approximately 550
hectares. These parks are used for tourism, recreation, conservation, education and
community involvement.

•

Other services provided by the RDMW include planning, economic development, the Port
McNeill regional arena, recreational facilities in Woss, Hyde Creek and Sointula and 9-1-1
co-ordination.

3.0

Regional District Challenges

TH
The initial public review process included two public Open House events, March 12
2002 at
TH,
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the Regional District of Mount Waddington Office, Port McNeill, and March
2002 at the
Port Hardy District Office, Port Hardy. Three focus groups were also conducted on themes of
Forestry (May 22, Port McNeill) Land Based Tourism (May 22, Port McNeill) and Marine Based
Tourism (June 26. Port McNeill.) In addition, RDMW staff was involved in the provincial North
Island Straits Integrated Coastal Plan process and will be involved in the Quatsino Sound
Coastal Plan process.

Following are the key outcomes from that review process. These outcomes or themes are not
in any specific order of priority. The Regional Plan should:
•

Recognize the changing economy and facilitate economic development;

•

Provide opportunities for land use and development that are environmentally, socially, and
economically sound over the long term;

•

Support land uses and development patterns that are effective, efficient, and that can be
developed within the limitations of existing regional and community services;

•

Encourage communication, collaboration and partnerships between the various levels of
government, municipalities in the Region, the private sector and First Nations;

•

Provide a focus on education, training, communication and investment;

a

Continue to build working relationships with First Nation communities, organizations and
businesses.

4

4.0

Purposes of Regional Plan

The purposes of this Regional Plan are:
•

To establish land use planning strategies and policies for the Electoral Areas and
communities within the Regional District;

•

To describe the approach and priorities the Regional District will support in the planning and
use of Crown lands and waters;

•

To describe the roles and relationships the Regional District will continue to support with
communities, municipalities, First Nations, provincial and federal agencies and other
organizations and the public related to the use and management of land and water
resources and community development.

5.0

Vision for Regional District

The Regional District of Mount Waddington will continue to be economically oriented to resource
use and extraction, with increasing emphasis in managing resources for long-term ecologicaf,
economic and social sustainability. New opportunities in tourism, services and small business
will help diversify the economy. There will be limited growth in population and most new
housing and related community services will be located in the various municipalities and rural
settlements of the RDMW.

6.0

Strategic Goals

•

To encourage development that supports economic stability and over the longer term,
economic growth;

•

To encourage ecologically sound land and water use;

•

To support development that can be serviced within the capacity of existing regional
services or through private service systems;

•

To support development of efficient and effective transportation and communication services
that provide long term and efficient linkages within and beyond the RDMW;

7,0

Policies for Private Land
7.1

Growth Management Policies

There has been a decline in both employment and population over the last 5 years.
There is little indication of a scale economic expansion or growth in the next 5 years that
will be so significant as to require major expansion of services, infrastructure and
developable lands. Managing growth is not a significant issue in the RDMW.
There will be ongoing land use change and new development. The magnitude of these
changes will be relatively small and current municipal, settlement and service
infrastructure can address them. It will be important to direct any new development
6
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requiring services to currently serviced areas, and to optimize the use of those services.
In areas where there are no services, it will be important to ensure that on site private or
communal systems are adequate and will not require any long-term management or
support from the RDMW. The policies for the management of growth are:
•

Establishment of new community scale settlement areas separate from current
municipalities and communities will not be permitted;

•

Most new development will be directed to existing settlement areas or municipalities
within the RDMW;

•

Policies addressing details of land use and development for unincorporated
communities will be developed in local area plans;

•

Development that requires full services will be directed to municipalities or to
serviced communities in the Electoral Areas.

72

Land Use Policies

Most of the private land in RDMW is located in the unincorporated communities or
settlement areas in the Regional District. Most of these areas currently have local area
plans and zoning bylaws in place. Official Community Plans and Zoning Bylaws for
Hyde Creek, Coal Harbour and Quatsino have recently been updated. This approach to
land use planning and policy development for those communities has worked well and
should be continued. Most of the remaining private land is in individual parcels, or small
clusters of parcels in rural and remote areas. Development of those parcels usually has
few impacts on adjacent uses and has been addressed through rezoning based on
specific development applications. Again, that approach has worked well and should be
continued. Policies for land use and development on private lands in RDMW are as
follows:
(a)

General Policies

•

New development will not be permitted in areas that are hazardous to human
occupation and activities, or in areas that are high risk in terms of ecological
sensitivity.

•

New development adjacent to fishery and wildlife habitat areas and marine
foreshore areas will be required to provide sufficient riparian buffers to
maintain habitat quality. Specific requirements will be consistent with federal
and provincial regulations.

•

All development on private land will have access by public roads or
waterways.

•

All development will be serviced by municipal sewer and/or water systems, or
by private sewer and/or water systems approved by relevant provincial
authorities.

•

Managed forests on private lands will be encouraged.

(b)

Settlement Area Policies
7

•

Local Area Plans will be developed for each of the unincorporated
communities in the RDMW. Local Area Plans will provide detailed land use
and development policies. Local Area Plans will be implemented through a
zoning bylaw for each of the respective local plan areas.

•

Local Area Plans will:

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

(c)

Provide for a range of land uses and development opportunities suitable to
the needs and aspirations of each community and the Regional Distinct:
Provide for a range of land uses and development opportunities suitable to
the municipal services available, limitations of public access, and resource
uses on adjacent Crown lands and waters;
Provide for minimum lot areas suitable for the available services;
Provide for efficient use of land and services, and a form of development that
is compact and compatible with the local environment and topography:
Provide for a range of residential development opportunities to reflect the
range of incomes and housing affordability in the community and Regional
District;
Provide for a range of commercial and industrial development opportunities
related to forestry, fisheries, resource value added, and tourism, as well as to
other new opportunities;
Provide for buffers and/or screening between developed areas and adjacent
forestry or other resource-based activities;
Protect significant ecological, historic and cultural resources.
Where appropriate, implement design guidelines for new development in
support of long-term tourism initiatives through designated development
permit areas and guidelines.
Rural Area Policies

•

On private land outside of settlement areas, residential, industrial, and
commercial development with a specific focus related to the tourism sector,
and value added and other forestry related commercial and industrial
activities will be encouraged.

•

Cottage or recreational residential use and commercial uses related to
tourism and recreation will be supported on larger blocks of private land on
inland lakes and rivers will be supported provided that:

-

-

The proposed development area has appropriate scenic or aesthetic quality;
Area for public use and access to water are provided:
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•

The proposed development is compatible with existing resource management
activities;

•

The scale of development does not exceed the ecological capacity of the
water body, or the quiet enjoyment of the area by landowners and the public.

•

Provincially designated land in the Agricultural Land Reserve will be zoned
for uses appropriate to the Agricultural Land Reserve Act and related
regulations.

•

All proposals for new development will identify and protect high-risk
ecologically sensitive areas.

•

All proposals for new development will identify and protect significant heritage
and archaeological sites and resources.

•

New development outside of the settlement areas will:

-

-

-

-

8.0

Have a minimum lot area suitable for on-site service provision.
Be serviced by private sewer and water systems approved by the appropriate
provincial agencies. When on-site sewage disposal services are used,
minimum parcel size is dictated by the Vancouver Island Health Authority and
the Local Seivices Act, and may exceed 2.0 hectares depending on the
proposed use, method of waste disposal and soil or site conditions;
Be compatible with adjacent land uses or resource uses on Crown lands and
waters;
Have zoning bylaw regulations specific to the proposed use.

Policies for Public Land Use

The Regional District of Mount Waddington has no direct authority with respect to the use or
development of Crown lands. However, with 95% of the land area of the Regional District under
federal or provincial jurisdiction and with the economic base of the Region dependent on the
primary resource sectors, especially forestry and fisheries, the use and management of Crown
lands and waters is of critical importance to the economy and communities in the Region. The
RDMW is a participant and a referral agency for the province when it is involved in development
of land, water and resource use plans, policies and development projects. The RDMW will
support the following policies in its role as a review agency on provincial land use decisions and
in the development of provincial resource use and management plans.

8.1

General Policies

•

In partnership with businesses, senior government agencies, and communities, the
RDMW will promote the sustainable management and harvest of renewable
resources and extraction of primary resources as a priority in the long-term use and
management of public lands and waters.

•

The RDMW will support and assist the provincial and federal governments in
development of land, resource and water use plans or strategies for areas within
9

their respective jurisdictions, including Crown lands, marine areas and freshwater
lakes and rivers.
•
-

-

-

-

-

•

8.2

In those planning processes, the RDMW will:
Assist in ensuring that the public are adequately informed and have adequate
opportunities for involvement in the planning process:
Support activities and locations for land and water based uses on public land tenures
are economically, environmentally and aesthetically appropriate, and that do not
significantly detract from current or potential tourism, forestry or other resource
related activities development opportunities;
Support maintaining and protecting public services, corridors, and transportation
routes;
Support creation of new land and water based tenures and use permits only in
locations that have access by public roads or waterways.
Ensure that upland and foreshore uses are compatible and do not compromise the
respective opportunities of each use to grow and change in response to changing
economic conditions.
In its review of development proposals on Crown land and waters, the RDMW will be
guided by policies in approved provincial planning documents such as the Vancouver
Island Summary Land Use Plan, North Island Straits Coastal Plan, and the Central
Coast Land and Resource Management Plan.
Tourism and Recreation Policies
especially those that broaden the tourism
that propose responsible management
federal and local government policies and
adjacent land or water uses and related

•

Support a wide range of tourism activities,
season and expand tourism revenues,
practices, that meet all relevant provincial,
regulations, and that do not detract from
activities;

•

Support designation of current and potential “destination” areas for tourism and
resort development;

•

Support protection of significant viewscapes that have been identified as having
economic importance to the local tourism industry;

•

Support development of appropriate, low impact tourism activities in provincially
designated land and marine “protected areas” including kayaking, sport fishing. and
cultural, wildlife and scenic marine tours

•

Support expansion and development of the trails system on the North Island.
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8.3

Forestry Policies

•

Support forestry uses conducted in a manner that demonstrates responsible
management practices, and that meet all relevant provincial, federal and local
government policies and regulations as the main use on Crown lands. RDMW
recognizes and supports the provincial “Working Forests” initiative and recognizes
the value of long term tenures associated with productive forest lands;

•

Support community review of proposed harvest plans, related facilities and services
plans, and forestry road development plans as part of the provincial review process;

•

Support the regional forestry sector in any provincial review of tenure, including
improved opportunities for First Nations tenures, community forests and other locally
managed tenure options;

•

Support sales of short term and small business timber access to North Island
businesses and contractors.

•

Support access to wood fibre for local value added and processing operations;

•

Support a tenure system for the management and harvesting of non-timber forest
products;

•

Support forestry recreation values as part of ongoing forest management and
tourism development;

•

Support public access to and maintenance of forestry roads to communities and
critical sites such as Winter Harbour, Grant Bay, Quatsino, Shushartie Bay and Raft
Cove.

8.4
•

8.5

Mining and Mineral Extraction Policies
Support mineral extraction and processing activities that propose responsible
management practices, that meet all relevant provincial, federal and local
government policies and regulations, and that do not detract from adjacent land or
water uses and related activities;
Fisheries and Aquaculture Policies

•

Support activities and uses related to the wild fishery including fisheries
enhancement, fisheries management and harvesting and fish processing, where
such activities propose responsible management practices, meet all relevant
provincial, federal and local government policies and regulations, and do not detract
from adjacent land or water uses and related activities;

•

Support development of the aquaculture (finfish and shellfish) activities that propose
responsible management practices, that meet all relevant provincial, federal and
local government policies and regulations, and that do not detract from adjacent land
or water uses and related activities;

•

Support development of new aquaculture technologies that are environmentally
sound;
11

•

Support linkages between the wild fisheries and aquaculture in handling and
processing, support services, and fisheries enhancement;

•

Support community review of the establishment of finfish and shellfish aquaculture
proposals and related facilities and infrastructure as part of the provincial review
process. and encourage establishment of advisory groups to provide constructive
input on aquaculture and wild fishery issues and policies.

8.6

•

Energy Policies

The RDMW will support independent proposals for alternative methods of power
generation that that propose responsible management practices, that meet all
relevant provincial, federal and local government policies and regulations, and that
do not detract from adjacent land or water uses and related activities;
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9.0

Regional District Infrastructure and Services

Adequate public services and infrastructure are crucial to the quality of life of those living in the
Regional District of Mount Waddington. and are fundamental to the Regions long-term
competitiveness in attracting new investment, new businesses and new people to the area. The
relatively isolated location of the Region, coupled with a small population and the relatively high
cost of service provision to the various communities throughout the Region, make efficient
management of services and infrastructure a high priority. The following are policies relating to
key services and infrastructure in the RDMW:
91

Transportation Policies

Maintenance of a quality highway linkage between communities, to other areas of
Vancouver Island, and through ferry service to all current mainland connections is
essential to the long-term social and economic viability of the Region. The Region is
currently well served with highway connections including Highway Number 19, the Island
Highway, which runs from Nanaimo to Port Hardy, and Secondary Highway Numbers
419 (Beaver Cove), 71 (Coal Harbour), 83 (Holberg), 493 (Port Alice), 1063 (Telegraph
Cove) and 859 (Woss). The following policies are intended to maintain the current level
of service and, where needed, to improve linkages to key areas of economic and
physical growth.
•

Additional private access to Highway 19 and secondary highways will be
discouraged. New development will be directed to existing local road access points
or encouraged to provide service road access;

•

Access to Highway 19 and secondary highways for forestry roads will be supported;

•

Development of public recreational areas, picnic areas, rest stops and viewpoints
and historic sites, and access to those facilities will be supported;

•

General commercial and tourism related commercial development will be directed to
existing municipalities and settlement areas;

•

New development will be required to provide buffer strips between new uses and the
highway right of way. Specific requirements will be defined by the Ministry of
Transportation and through specific zoning provisions;

•

Signage along the highway will be located and designed so as not to detract from the
pleasant and scenic viewscapes;

•

Extension of public road access to emerging “destination” areas such as Telegraph
Cove, Shushartie Bay, Mount Cain, Cape Scott, and Winter Harbour will be
encouraged and supported;

•

The Regional District will support the ongoing development and maintenance of the
forestry road system that meets all relevant provincial and federal policies.
Appropriate public access to this system will also be supported;
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•

9.2

The Regional District will assist in facilitation and coordination of planning the
provision of public and private transportation services designed to meet the needs of
the residents and visitors to the North Island.
Sewage and Water Policies

The RDMW provides sewer and water services in Woss. Sointula. Coal Harbour and
Quatsino First Nation. These services are managed by the RDMW Local Services
Department in cooperation with local committees, The water system on Malcolm Island
is administered by a local Improvement District. Private sewer and water services are
available in Telegraph Cove, and private sewer services are offered in areas of Hyde
Creek and Twin Peaks.
•

The current level of sewer and water services will be maintained through local
service areas and small service adjustments will be made according to local
necessity or demand. Any significant expansion of these services will be through
expansion of existing local service areas.

•

Sewer and water infrastructure for new development outside of existing serviced
areas will be provided by the developer in accordance with accepted municipal
standards. Service provision may be provided privately by the developer or by the
Regional District at the request of the system users, through a local service area.

9.3

Solid Waste Policies

The 7-Mile Solid Waste Facility is owned by the Regional District of Mount Waddington
and serves the four member municipalities, First Nations, as well as the unincorporated
areas within the Regional District. Regional District staff operate the scale office and onsite recycling/salvage programs. The Regional District currently has a project underway
to formalize the boundaries of the site and renew their site occupation permit. Based on
the results of this work, a projected life span for the landfill can be determined. Solid
waste collection is provided by municipalities in their communities and in Woss through a
local service area.
•

The RDMW will continue to manage regional landfill services;

•

Basic solid waste disposal services are provided for municipal solid waste and
prescribed controlled wastes in accordance with a provincial Operational Certificate;

•

The RDMW will continue to promote reduction of waste through waste diversion:

•

RDMW will continue to work with municipalities, First Nations and the province to
provide an equitable, effective and efficient waste management system including
recycling, reuse, diversion and disposal.

9.4

Other Local Services Policies

Other local services managed by the Regional District through local service areas are
street lighting in Coal Harbour. Nimpkish Heights, Sointula, Woss, and Winter Harbour;
fire protection in Coal Harbour, Hyde Creek, Sointula and Woss; and recreation areas in
Sointula. Woss, and Hyde Creek.
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•

The RDMW will maintain or adjust the current level of local services through local
service areas, in response to the needs of the area;

•

Infrastructure for new development, such as street lights, will be provided by the
developer as will any parkland, green space or other amenities required;

•

New services may be managed by the establishment of new local service areas.

9.5

Parks and Recreation Policies

The regional parks system of nine properties, totalling approximately 550 hectares,
along with provincial parks, trails, Nature Trust lands, Forest Recreation areas and local
parks are an invaluable resource for tourism, recreation, conservation, education and
community involvement. These resources should be protected for the long term to
enhance the quality of life of the Region’s residents and to provide tourism infrastructure.
In addition to parks, the RDMW has facilities including the Port McNeill regional arena
and recreational facilities in Woss, Hyde Creek and Sointula.
•

The RDMW will maintain the current regional parks system and recreational services
for the benefit of residents of the Region and as a tourism resource. A regional
parks strategy and master plans for each park will be developed over the next five
years;

•

User fees will be used as a means to provide funds for provision of camping facilities
within the RDMW park system.

•

Opportunities to enhance the regional parks system and recreational services will be
utilized including dedication of lands and/or finances as a requirement of subdivision
and establishment of a trust fund for regional parks;

•

The RDMW will support the future development of public trails for hiking, mountain
biking and use of off-road recreational vehicles, including the North Coast Trail
concept linking Port Hardy to Cape Scott and a trail linking San Josef Bay to Raft
Cove;

9.6

Communication Infrastructure Policies

One of the fundamental requirements of a strong economy is the ability to communicate.
Business is increasingly reliant of the “internet” as a key tool in reaching customers,
The ability to access high speed”
other businesses and business information.
connections to communicate is important to development of the economy of the Region.
•

The Regional District will support development of high speed communications
linkages (high speed cable, ADSL, fibre optic and satellite connections) and will co
operate with Telus, local cable companies, private service providers, the School
District, the Vancouver Island Library, North Island College, not for profit
organizations and businesses to ensure the highest level of service possible.

16

4*

*

5”

S

4*

I

I,

S

10,

Regional District Roles
Planning

10.1

The RDMW will:
•

Provide planning services and support for the unincorporated communities and rural
areas of the Regional District:

•

Review subdivision applications and advise the province on the conformity of
subdivision proposals with Official Community Plans and Zoning Bylaws and on any
other conditions related to servicing and subdivision layout design:

•

Support planning and community development activities in municipalities as agreed
to by the Regional Board and the respective municipality:

•

Support provincial planning activities through the provision of support services and
activities as agreed to by the Regional Board and the respective provincial agency.

10.2

Provision of Services

The RDMW will:
•

Continue to provide solid waste disposal services and, in conjunction with
communities, develop an equitable, effective and efficient waste management and
recycling strategy

•

In conjunction with communities, to manage and co-ordinate local sewer, water, fire
protection, street lighting and recreation.

•

Assist in co-ordination and planning of other region wide and municipal services such
as fire protection, Emergency Planning (PEP), victims’ services, health care services,
public transportation, highway accident assistance and emergency services.

•

Consider providing new services or regional services that are currently provided
within local service areas and/or municipalities, where it would provide improved
service or lower the cost of service.

10.3

Economic Development

•

Facilitate development of an economic development strategy for the Region.

•

Provide information, facilitation and advisory support for economic development and
business investment as appropriate:

•

Continue to work cooperatively with senior levels of government, municipalities and
communities in the Region, and local agencies such as Chambers of Commerce.
VINVA, Community Corp. and others, to identify and promote strategic economic
development initiatives in resource extraction. management, manufacturing, services
and infrastructure development.
1$

11.0

Public Involvement in Planning

It is rnportant to consult with residents and businesses. municipalities, regional and provincial
agencies and First Nation communities about decisions that affect the present and the future.
This principle of consultation extends to local area plans, rezoning proposals and other studies
undertaken by the Regional District or in which involve the Regional District. The RDMW will:
•

Initiate dialogue with municipalities, communities, First Nation communities, health
authorities and the School District when contemplating any major planning or zoning
initiatives or development of community facilities or services that may affect neighbouring
jurisdictions and service providers;

•

Employ a variety of methods to inform the community and obtain public input including, but
not limited to, Advisory Planning Commissions for each of the local plan areas, task forces
to address specific issues or opportunities as they arise, public meetings, open houses,
focus groups and formal public hearings as required by the Local Government Act. To
facilitate the distribution of information, the Regional District will use press releases, the local
media, local cable services, newsletters and the Regional District web site;

•

Where appropriate and within the requirements of the Local Government Act, require
development proponents to hold public information meetings in addition to the meetings
required under the Local Government Act;

•

Continue to support a positive relationship with First Nations through inviting First Nations
involvement in task forces, in the planning of relevant regional economic development
initiatives, partnership in provision of common services, and through continuing the
“Community to Community” meetings on an annual basis or more often if necessary;

•

Encourage the province and its agencies to use similar consultation principles and
processes in the planning and development of Crown lands and water.

12.0

Regional Plan Implementation

The Regional District of Mount Waddington will undertake the following actions to implement the
goals and policies of this Regional Plan:
12.1

Management of Regional Plan

The RDMW will:
•

Consider amendments to this Plan based on changing circumstances in the Region
or specific proposals for development that are in the best interests of the Region:

•

Review this Plan five years after its adoption to ensure that it continues to address
the issues and opportunities facing the Region.

•

Consider expanded responsibilities under the Local Government Act or other
legislation that would result in better service to residents, improved economic
development opportunities, or enhanced quality of life of residents and where those
responsibilities can be managed within available fiscal and staff resources.
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•

Pursue funding support to develop a regional economic development strategy
consistent with the policies outlined above,

12.2

•

The RDMW will update Zoning Bylaw No. 21 to conform to the goals and policies of
this Plan.

12.3

•

Support for Municipal Planning Initiatives

The RDMW will continue to co-operate with area municipalities to ensure that the
respective goals, policies, zoning and other bylaws compliment each other and work
toward betterment of the economy, environment and quality of life of residents of the
Region.

12.5
•

Local Area Plans

The RDMW will continue to update local area plans and bylaws to ensure that they
continue to serve the needs of the respective communities and the Regional District
and that they conform to the goals and policies of this Plan,

12.4

•

RDMW Zoning Bylaw No. 21

Committees and Staff

The RDMW will establish advisory or other committees as appropriate and will retain
adequate staff to implement the goals and objectives of this Plan within the
management and fiscal capacity it has available.
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