
Fundamentals 
of Forestry
Harvesting Practices Program

Entry to a Career in Forest Harvesting

ABOUT THE BC FOREST
SAFETY COUNCIL
The British Columbia Forestry Safety Council 
(BCFSC) is the health and safety association 
(HSA) for forest harvesting, sawmills and 
pellet manufacturing in British Columbia. The 
BCFSC works with forest sector employers, 
workers, unions, contractors and provincial 
government agencies to support industry 
in implementing changes necessary to 
eliminate fatalities and serious injuries in the 
forest sector.

BC Forest Safety Council
420 Albert Street
Nanaimo, British Columbia
V9R 2V7

ABOUT VANCOUVER ISLAND
UNIVERSITY
Vancouver Island University is a 
comprehensive Post-secondary institute 
located on Vancouver Island. More than 
18,000 full time and part time students 
are enrolled in academic, applied, 
career/technical, vocational, trades and 
developmental programs leading to 
certifi cates, diplomas and degrees.

Vancouver Island University
900 Fifth Street 
Nanaimo, British Columbia
V9R 5S5

CONTACT US
Phone: 250.740.6227 
Toll Free 1.888.920.2221 
Email: heo@viu.ca

I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  I N D U S T R Y

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please join us at one of two upcoming 
information sessions:

Thursday February 1st, 2018 at 6pm
Coast Discovery 975 Shoppers Way, 
Campbell River

Thursday February 8th, 2018 at 7pm
Haida Way Hotel 1817 Campbell Way, 
Port McNeill



ABOUT THE PROGRAM 
The program has been designed to provide 
new forestry workers with the foundational 
skills and knowledge required to work safely, 
productively and sustainably in a harvesting 
environment.

PROGRAM OUTLINE
In the program students will learn to identify 
and assess hazards, communicate and 
move safely as they set chokers on logs, rig 
stumps, buck logs and work safely around 
equipment. The program consists of a 
combination of classroom and hands on 
training led by instructors with over 10 years 
of coastal harvesting experience

PROGRAM CONTENT
• Essential and employability skills
• Forestry Operations in British Columbia
• Safe work practices used in forestry
• Communication in the forestry environment
• Hazards found in the forestry environment
• Basic rigging practices and components
• Documentation required in forestry
• Emergency Response Plan and 
• First Aid requirements
• Ergonomics related to the job
• Attributes required in the forestry industry

In addition students will complete training in:

• WHMIS
• Fall Protection-Fire Suppression + Safety
• S-100 - Level 1 First Aid with transportation 
endorsement

 
Upon successful completion of the program 
they will receive a Certificate of Completion 
from Vancouver Island University.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The need for the forestry sector to 
address current and future workforce 
needs is significant and increasing. 
Many companies are already 
experiencing difficulty attracting 
and recruiting well-trained, capable 
individuals. Given the demographics 
of current employees in the forestry 
sector,it appears this will become 
increasingly difficult moving forward. 
Anticipated turnover rates of 60 percent 
are predicted for forestry and logging 
employees and 40 percent for the solid 
wood and pulp and paper sectors.

Remaining competitive in the industry 
requires a skilled workforce. For some 
time there has been a lack of identified 
training standards and quality control 
measures for training delivery. Training 
has often been done on-the-job, by 
current employees and not necessarily 
to a consistent standard or level of 
competency.

In 2015, the BC Forest Safety Council 
(BCFSC) began an extensive process 
of identifying the core competencies 
(skills, knowledge, and attributes)
for 35 positions in the forestry sector. 
These competencies were identified 
in consultation with industry subject 
matter experts. 

Vancouver Island University has 
developed The Fundamentals of 
Forestry -Harvesting Practices Program 
based on the BCFSC identified core 
competencies.

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM A 
NEW GRADUATE
You can expect to hire a confident individual 
with a solid background in the knowledge, 
skills and attributes necessary for an 
entry level logging position. Individuals 
who complete the program will have 
made significant personal and financial 
investments. They will have insight into the 
types of entry level work available, and the 
work conditions they will be performing 
under. They will have proven themselves as 
reliable, physically fit, and possessing strong 
work ethics and a strong safety philosophy. 
They will have been trained and assessed by 
a third party to consistent standards. 

As an employer, hiring a graduate from the 
Fundamentals of Forestry – Harvesting 
Practices Program greatly reduces the 
training time and cost you as an employer 
need to invest in a new hire. 

As the graduate starts to work they will 
need to continue learn from their peers, and 
receive on-the-job mentoring to help them 
work towards becoming fully competent 
in a specific position. Companies can use 
the BCFSC competencies as a support for 
their mentors. The competencies and other 
learning tools and resources are available, 
free of charge on the BCSFC’s website. 
For more information on the use of BCFSC 
competencies and/or learning tools and 
resources go to www.bcforestsafe.org

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Ideal candidates for the program are those 
with a passion for working outside in all 
kinds of weather and a desire to start a long-
term career in harvesting. Having a strong 
work ethic, a proven track record of reliable 
work experience, and the ability to work 
independently are considered an asset. 

REQUIREMENTS:
Must be 19 years or older 
Valid Class 5 License  
Physically fit 
Current resume 
Successful completion of assessment 
testing 
Completion of a Personal Profile 
Successful completion of interview

HOW TO APPLY
Students can obtain an Application for 
Admission Form, on request by emailing 
heo@viu.ca. You are required to submit your 
resume with your application. Application 
Deadline: March 15, 2018

PROGRAM DETAILS
Program length: 12 weeks 
Start date: April 16, 2018 
Location: Woss, BC * 1½ hours north of 
Campbell River*  
Housing options are available in Woss: 

We are looking for industry partners to help 
sponsor a student through the program. 

For details, please contact  
Paul Mottershead at:  
paulmottershead@viu.ca 
Phone 1.250.740.6123


